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Pan-African Veterinary Conference. 


By Eustace Montcomery, M.R.C.V.S., Veterinary 
Adviser to the East African Protectorates. 


The fifth Pan-African Veterinary Conference opened 
at Nairobi, Kenya Colony, on April 6th, 1923. 

Previous Pan-African conferences were held at 
Bloemfontein, Cape Town, Pretoria, and Bulawayo, 
at which last named, held in 1913, at a time when 
rinderpest appeared once again to be sweeping towards 
South Africa, it was decided to hold the next in 
Eastern Africa in three or four vears’ time. 


Owing to the war, and subsequent dislocation, it 
was only possible to meet in 1923, when, at the 
instigation of Sir Robert Coryndon, K.C.M.G., now 
Governor of Kenya, the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies authorised the meeting. 


Invitations were sent to the Veterinary Departments 
of all African Territories, but owing to the difficulties 
of transport and the rather short notice possible, 
many countries were most regrettably not able to he 
represented. 


Sir Charles Bouring, K.B.E., C.M.G., Acting 
Governor of Kenya, opened the proceedings in the 
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absence in England on important duty of Sir Robert 
Coryndon. 

Mr. Eustace Montgomery, M.R.C.V.S., the Veter- 
inary Adviser to the Governments of Kenya, Uganda, 
Tanganyika and Zanzibar, occupied the chair. 

The agenda was a lengthy one, and it is important 
to note, included, for the first time, the improvement 
of the stock and the economic aspect of the stock 
industry, features which in Africa are administratively 
inseparable from the control of disease. 

The following delegates were present :— 

Chairman: Mr. Eustace Montgomery ; 

South Africa: Mr. W. M. Power and Dr. P. R. 
Viljoen ; 

Sudan: Capt. B. A. Jarvis and Capt. R. H. Knowles, 
R.A.V.C. ; 

Madagascar: Major Veterinaire Paul Tissie ; 

Portuguese East Africa: Dr. B. Bothelo ; 

Kenya: Messrs. W. Kennedy and J. Walker ; 

Uganda : Messrs. E. Hutchins and U. F. Richardson; 

Tanganyika: Messrs, F. I. McCall and H. E. 
Hornby ; 

Nyasaland: Mr. J. A. Griffiths ; 

Secretary: Mr. H. H. Brassey-Edwards (Kenya) ; 

Interpreter: Mr. J. T. C. Bradshaw (Kenya). 


The subjects discussed were : 


I, Stock CONSERVATION. 

(a) Disease 
Pleuro-pneumonia, rinderpest, East Coast fever 
and other tickborne diseases, trypanosomiasis 
and tsetse-fly bionomics, horse sickness, an- 
thrax, blackquarter, gallamziekte, contagious 
abortion, avian diseases, helminthiases, skin 
diseases, ulcerative lymphangitis, poisonous 
plants, swine fever, rabies. 

(b) Pathological research. 

(c) Production and exchange of vaccines and sera. 

(d) Diagnoses. 

(e) Administrative system. 

(f) Grazing and water facilities. 


II. Srock IMPROVEMENT. 

(a) Eugenics. 

(b) Selection and registration of sires. 
III. Stock Economics. 

(a) Meat and meat products. , 

(b) Hides and skins. 

(c) Ghee and milk products. 

(d) Animal transport. 

(e) Stock taxation. 

Resolutions on the more important subjects were 
framed for transmission to the governments repre- 
sented. Worthy of particular mention are those 
supporting a Pan-African enquiry into horse sickness, 
East Coast fever and plant poisonings—to initiate 
which an executive committee, composed of Sir 
Arnold Theiler, K.C.M.G., Director of Veterinary 
Education and Research, South Africa, and the 
Chairman, was appointed. 

The same committee, with an added member to be 
appointed later, will arrange for the next Pan-African 





(Continued at foot of next column. ) 





Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 





JULY, 1923, EXAMINATION RESULTS. 
LONDON :— 
Class “ A.” 
E. W. L. Atterbury. W. Downing. 
R. R. Ghulati. tL. Jordan. 
J. K. Shaw. 8. I. A. Shah. 
*—. H. Aldis. H. E. Smithers. 
J. W. Bruford. E. H. Stephens. 
T. G. Chamberlain. James Stewart. 
D. J. Davies. T. B. Yarrow. 
*A. C. Dixon. 
Class “ B.” 
W. R. Barry. S. Datta. 
R. Coulthard. *J. R. Hudson. 
D. C. Fenwick. V. B. Jones. 
F, W. L. Gooch. *G. H. Leader. 
J. ©. Jackson. P. G. Malkani. 
E. Pattison. P. N. Nanda. 
C. W. Pembrey. K. F. P. Quin. 
A. E. Wood. *W. Rhodes. 
*A. J. Baxter. R. E. 8. Tuckey. 
E. G. Conisbee. 


Class “* C.”’ 
H. Hay-Barclay. 
*R. 8. Howe. 
T. T. McGrath. 
E. G. Morris. 


R. Forman. 

E. E. Scott. 

*A. C. Aggarwala. 
G. R. Benbow. 
H. L. Boucher. D. E. Pugh. 

*E. C. Bovett. J. C. Stephens. 
*S. V. Collard. S. Taylor. 

M. L. Dartnall. *E. R. Tazewell. 
*J. C. Davidson. E. P. Thorne. 

H. Davies. *K. Wilkinson. 

C. Elphicke. W. R. Wooldridge. 
C. J. N. Godfrey. 

tT. N. Gold. 

tG. N. Gould. 


(Continued on next page). 
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Conference, which, at the invitation of Major Paul 
Tissie, it is intended to hold in Madagascar in 1926 or 
1927; a representative of each territory present 
was elected to a general committee to co-ordinate 
the work of each conference. 

The conference formally closed on April 16th, after 
which committee work was carried out. 

Among the other items of business conducted was 
the inception of an East African Veterinary Associa- 
tion, with Mr. H. E. Hornby (Tanganyika) as organising 
secretary, which body it is hoped to affiliate with the 
National Veterinary Medical Association of Great 
Britain and the South African Veterinary Medical 
Association, Johannesburg. 

During the conference the delegates were enter- 
tained by the Government of Kenya and by His 
Excellency Sir Charles Bouring; and, through the 
courtesy of the manager of railways, they were enabled 
to visit Lake Victoria. 
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Class 


ao 


. G. Foulston. 
McA. Gray. 
G. Allen. 

. J. Anthony. 
J. Beeson. 


ii mn 
. 


R. Lovell. 

R. MacGregor. 
V. V. Morgan. 
W. P. Moss. 
L. E. Perkins. 


E. C. Bullen. T. W. E. Pugh. 
. G. Catmur. *H. C. Reeks. 
. T. Cattell. A. Renfrew. 
J. Ford. C. Renfrew. 
V. Franklin. J. V. S. Rutter. 
J. H. Gale. M. C. S. Sadler. 
*E. B. D. Hall. Sams. 
P. Johnson. W. Searles. 


. P. Lightfoot. 
. ©. Locke. 


WHOM OPHOsrpyOs 


. B. Smith. 
. C. Wallace. 
H. C. Wilkins. 


4D 


TDenotes Ist Honours. 


* » Sad 9 


EDINBURGH :— 


Class “‘ A.” 


*J. S. Adamson. 
Hugh Bain. 

*H. Burrow, Lancaster 
*W. B. C. Danks. 

R. M. Davidson. 

J. H. Findlay. 

E. Heather. 


Class 
J. McK. Boyd. 


D. Cameron. 

P. Cook. 

W. Griffin. 

. E. Johnston, Belfast. 
S. Kingston. 
McCaughan. 

. D. McCrae. 

. G. McCrea. 

A. K. Mitra, India. 
K. 8S. Nair, India. 
J. N. Ritchie. 

J. A. R. Robertson. 
W. J. B. Robson, 


Laurencekirk. 


aS 


Papo 


Class 


W. H. W. Baird, Edin- 
burgh. 

*A. Brownlee. 

E. A. Burgon. 

W. Cormack. 

*E. R. Corrigall. 

D. Coull. 

W. Duncan. 

C. E. Hall, Stockport. 

*J. Hill. 

*J. R. M. Innes, Edin- 
burgh. 

H. G. McShane. 


J. F. Hodgson. 
M. J. Sim. 


*A. J. Wilson. 
*D. R. Wilson. 
J. E. Wilson, Edinburgh. 


D. H. Connolly. 


“ce Phe 
. 


W. Scott. 

H. C. Watson. 

A. J. Weighton, Hull. 
C. Weighton. 

H. M. Wilson. 

E. Ackroyd, Halifax. 
J. A. Craft. 

G. R. Jamieson. 

KE. I. McGregor. 

M. Mohey-Dean, India. 
C. 8S. Scott, Hawick. 
T. S. Skinner. 

W. C. Welsh. 


ce eo" 
. 


H. G. McCaughan. 

J. D. Macbeth. 

J. I. Magowan. 

J. G. C. Mitchell. 

J. Smith. 

G. Tullis, Kirkcaldy. 

E. G. Duncan. 

Wm. Jones. 

J. McDonald, Edinburgh. 
W. Runciman, Ely. 

R. Watson, Edinburgh. 
R. 8. Wilson, Linlithgow. 


*With Honours. 
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LIVERPOOL :— 
Class “ A.” 
tGeo. Durrant. E. W. Prescott. 
A. ©. Fraser. tIda Lloyd Roberts (Miss) 


M. K. U. K. Jarrel. *J. G. Salt. 
*A. L. Mullen. C. R. Wood. 
Class ‘‘ B.” 
*—D. W. Mills. A. Smith. 
*Z. Morcos. E. R. D. Storrar. 
Class “* C.” 
R. E. Alexander. *B. Holmes. 
J. Birtwistle. W. O. Jones. 
F. Booth. W. Nightingale. 
J. Brennan. J. Storrar. 
*A. J. Caldwell. Hans Theiler, 
*H. S. Caldwell. T. W. Woodhead. 
R. H. Evans. 
Mass “ D.” 
E. D. Barker. B. Gale. 
A. F. Butler. A. W. Holtum. 
G. D. Coward. T. W. Hughes. 
G. O. Davies. D. L. James. 
K. D. Downham. E. L. Taylor. 


+Denotes Ist Honours. 
* — wea om 





‘* Vis Unita Fortior.’’ 





Our thanks are due to the Editor of The Veterinary 
Journal for the following Editorial, which we have 
no hesitation in commending to the members of this 
Association for their careful perusal :— 

“The National Veterinary Association is not such 
a sturdy tree that it can afford to see its branches 
suffer from dry-rot and drop off without an effort to 
save them, and the removal of even only one of them 
is too serious a matter to be allowed to take place 
without serious and due deliberation between those 
who represent the controlling head of the parent 
body and those directly concerned at the other end. 

“Such a drastic step as the dissolution of an 
Association which has been in.gxistence for nearly 
twenty years must not be allowed until the cireum- 
stances have been sifted thoroughly from every point 
of view, and before a Branch dissolves itself it should 
present a statement of affairs to the parent Society. 
. “ No Branch which has once become affiliated with 
the National Veterinary Association should dissolve 
itself. Such a course should only be possible by mutual 
consent of the Council of the National and the Council 
of the Branch concerned. 

“The Lincolnshire Branch is at the present moment 
so badly hit that its officials are debating whether 
it shall be carried on, and its energetic Secretary, Mr. 
Lang, has issued an SOS to try to get the opinion 
of the members. 

‘“‘ What the reply will be remains to be seen, 1.e., if 
the members will have the courtesy to reply ; for it 
must be confessed that on looking through the list 
which has been compiled the members under the 
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heading ‘Notices ignored’ far exceeded either 
those who attended or those who apologised for being 
unable to do so. 

“We all know the difficulty for anyone single- 
handed to get away for an afternoon, or perhaps a 
whole day ; we know, too, how isolated and far apart 
from one another we are ; but courtesy which prompts 
a reply and merely the expense of a postage stamp 
should be innate in all of us. 

“Something must be radically wrong when two 
old-established Branches (the Lincolnshire and the 
Southern Counties) openly advertise their inability 
to carry on. And even some of the bigger Branches 
are not exempt, for at a recent meeting of the Lan- 
cashire Branch the President, Mr. F. G. Edwards, 
stated: ‘It is regrettable that all our meetings are 
not attended as well as they might be.’ It all harks 
back to one thing—the absolute disregard of the 
motto we so proudly talk about when we are about to 
graduate and so completely neglect when we have got 
the diploma. ‘ Vis Unita Fortior ’—about the most 
inappropriate motto which could be applied to our 
profession as a body. There are over 3,000 members, 
and yet one can scarcely count the workers for the 
profession itself in hundreds.* Those who will work 
may, but the remainder do notJalthough many of the 
drones of the hive are not backward at criticising. Were 
it only ‘constructive’ criticism this would not 
be objected to, but it is usually of the ‘ destructive ’ 
variety. We are too poor and small to prosper if we 
are a ‘house divided against itself,’ and it is to be 
hoped that the SOS which is being issued by the 
Lincolnshire and the Southern Counties will meet with 
sufficient response to enable them to remain in 
existence to supply the need for collaboration and 
union which is felt so strongly at times in the respective 
districts in which these two Societies have been 
formed.” 

We are glad to say that both the Societies mentioned 
are now well on the way to complete recovery. 





Comparative Medicine. 


With commendable promptitude The Veterinary 
Journal announces in the July number the forniation 
of a Royal Society of Medicine Section of Comparative 
Medicine in the article which we have pleasure in 
publishing below :— 

“For some considerable time there has been a 
desire amongst medical men and veterinarians for a 
closer rapprochement in their work and for a common 
place of meeting, where diseases of mutual interest 
could be discussed from the comparative aspect. 

“It is true that the members of the one Branch 
have always been welcomed at meetings of the other, 
and their respective views always listened to with 
respect, but it has been felt that if a common meeting 
place could be found, that much valuable good might 
result by bringing together, and obtaining the opinions 


(Continued at foot of next column). 
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National Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
and ireland, Limited. 


Cheques should be made payable to the Acting General Secretary 
at the Offices of the Association, 12 Buckingham Palace Road, S.W.1. 


N.B.—Members receiving this paper in a brightly-coloured 
wrapper will please understand that their subscription is already over- 
due, and should be forwarded at once to the above address. 


THE COMMITTEES OF THE 
R.C.V.S. 


The report of the recent meeting of the Council of 
the R.C.V.S. will shortly be published, and in it will 
be seen the constitution of the various committees, 
which are elected annually from the members of the 
Council. We would draw particular attention to this, 
as it appears to us that some drastic change is needed. 
Excluding the Registration Committee, which con- 
sists of the whole Council, there are five standing 
committees, whose business is to advise the Council 
as to the carrying out the duties and functions of the 
R.C.V.S. The membership of these committees 
is as follows :— 

1 member is on 
4 members are on 4 - 
Se - 3 % 
11 ss » 2 - 
2 o "= ] * 
3 - - 0 1" 

The President is on all committees. 

This table shows that the share of work allotted to 
members of Council is very uneven, that, while five 
are chosen to serve on four or more committees, three 
are not selected to serve on even one, and two others 


5 committees. 





(Continued from previous column). 
of, numbers of men, general practitioners as well as 
specialists. 

“ The idea has at last taken definite shape, and the 
Royal Society of Medicine, whose membership num- 
bers several thousands, has now established a section 
of Comparative Medicine, whose meetings will com- 
mence in October. There are very many diseases 
in which both branches (the human and the veterinary) 
of the great profession of medicine are mutually 
interested, and discussions in which both aspects are 
undertaken at one and the same time cannot but 
lead to results for the common good. 

“ Particulars in regard to membership of the 
Section, and also for complete Fellowship of the Royal 
Society of Medicine, can be obtained by application 
to Sir John MacAlister, the General Secretary, at 
1 Wimpole Street, London, W.” 
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will have completed their duties by serving on one 
only. This inequality of service is due to some 
extent to the system of ballot voting and the form 
of the ballot paper, which, after various experiments, 
is still unsatisfactory. Not only does this inequality 
press hardly on those who are on several committees 
by exacting a rather continuous attendance at the 
quarterly meetings, but also it is very disheartening 
to those whose advice and counsel is not to be souglhit 
at all, in spite of the fact that they have offered their 
services gratuitously, and even at personal loss, for the 
benefit of their profession, and that those services 
have been accepted by their election to Council. 

It does not seem quite in order that a man who has 
been elected by the votes of his professional brethren 
to serve on the governing body should be prevented 
from performing those duties which pertain to the 
office of Councilman, simply because he is overlooked 
by his fellow members of Council at the election of 
committees. As there are thirty-two members of 
Council, it should not be impossible to formulate 
some system by which it could be assumed that each 
member should serve on at least two committees of 
fifteen each, and that none (except the President, 
ex-officio) should serve on more than three. There 
would be eighteen on two and thirteen on three 
committees, and this would, at least, produce a more 
satisfactory state of affairs, and) would ensure an 
opportunity of use being made of the services of a 
man who has been chosen to perform work which 
at present he may be debarred from doing, owing to 
the absence of any means of altering the constitution 
of committees after election—an election over which 
the general body of the profession have no control. 








CASTRATION—A COMMENT. 


The following recently appeared in the Replies to 
Correspondents column of a farming periodical :— 
‘Castration (O. J.).—No, there is ‘nothing for- 
bidding you from castrating your own animals or any- 
body else’s.—Vet.”’ 
Concerning which an irate correspondent of our own 
appends to the cutting :-— 
‘*How we are protected !!! 
The Anesthetics Bill. 
The Mines Operations (Animals) Act. 
The Cruelty to Animals Act, etc., etc.” 
How the animals are protected, also. 


Personal. 
Brrtu.—On 23rd June, 1923, at Fishguard, to the 
wife of Mr. G. V. Slinn, M.R.C.V.S., a daughter. 
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Clinical and Case Reports. 


The Kditor will be glad to receive from members and others 
contributions to this column of reports of interesting cases 


Multiple Fracture of both Sesamoids of both Fore-Legs. 
By H. 8. Exvenick, M.R.C.V.S., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


The two photographs reproduced herewith are 
of a case which, I believe, will prove of some interest 
to readers of the Record. 

I feel confident that the case is unique, especially 
where fracture of the sesamoitd bones in concerned, 
and also the circumstances surrounding the case 
at the time of the accident. 

The subject was a well bred 9 or 10 years hunter 
mare and an exceptionally fine performer over any 
country. She had been fired about a year and a half 
before I was asked to look at her; seemingly she had 
developed flex or tendon trouble at that time. She 
never really became sound and when I saw her she 
was going decidedly lame of the off fore-leg. 
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When I examined her prior to giving further advice, 
I found slight thickening of the flex or tendons just 
above both fetlocks, right on to the sesamoids and 
immediately below them, and I advised re-firing, 
concentrating the operation to the sesamoid region 
and below it. The firing was carried out and the 
mare became sound and a great amount of the thicken- 
ing had disappeared. So much was she running in 
her paces, that the owner asked me if he could hunt 
her once or twice before the season ended ; I told him 
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not to use her for any purpose whatsoever until the 
coming hunting season (1923-4), and to this he agreed. 


About fourteen weeks from the time I fired her, 
she was turned out to grass in a small, well-covered, 
but somewhat hilly paddock. The owner was present 
when she was turned loose and she walked and trotted 
well, and was sound. She apparently settled down, 
but about ten minutes later she again trotted about 
and suddenly stopped, put both her fore feet out and 
then there was one report like a pistol shot, and when 
the owner got up to her he found that the distal ends 
of both metacarpal bones were embedded in the 
ground to a depth of about eight inches. She was 
shot in less than five minutes. 


The first photograph shows both fore legs (cut off 
at the knees) as they were when pulled out of the 
ground. The damage is terrific and I feel sure that 
an explosive bullet could not have done more havoc. 


‘The second photograph shows the sesamoid bones 
of the near fore and off fore-legs, the near fore being 
broken into twelve pieces and the off fore into eight 
pieces. The bones AA are the buttons of the outer 
small metacarpal bone of each fore leg, which were 
found in the débris. 

I believe the case is unique in that (1) Mare was in 
the prime of life ; (2) She was trotting ; (3) She was 
unrestrained and unmounted; (4) Both fractures 
occurred simultaneously ; (5) Multiple fracture of 
both sesamoids of both fore legs. 














Many people have tried to escape the ordeal of making 
an income tax return. One taxpayer tried it as follows :— 
‘1 return the paper you sent me, as I have no wish to join 
the Income Tax. I am already a member of the Hearts of 
Oak.” 


More than 2,000-gallon Cows.—The number of cows in 
this country that have yielded upwards of 2,000 gallons 
of milk in not more than 365 days is rapidly approaching 
the three-figure mark, the actual number at present being 
97, of which no fewer than 90 are British Friesians. 





Association Reports. 


National Veterinary Medical Association. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


(Continued). 
Proceeding with the discussion relative to General 


Moore’s resolution as to the establishment of a 
Diseases of Animals Research Council, or Board, 


The CHAIRMAN said: May I say that even on the 
Medical Committee no profession was consulted ; the 
medical profession has never elected any member to 
the Medical Research Committee. It has never been 
the way in Government organisations to ask the 
professions to elect members to represent them. I 
do not say that is a good thing, but in that respect 
we are not treated worse than anybody else. To my 
mind, this would have formed a very fine subject for 
discussion at the Annual Meeting. I have written a 
paper on the subject, but, unfortunately, I cannot go. 

Sir L. J. Buenxinsop: I think this is an intimate 
question which should be gone into by a committee. 


The CuarrMAN: I am willing to give information, 
but I do not wish to have any official connection 
with this committee. 


Mr. J. WittetT: Could Sir Stewart Stockman tell 
us the names of the members on that Research 
Committee ? 


The CuarrMAN : Sir John M’Fadyean ; the new man 
at Cambridge will be on it, the Director of the Rowett 
Institute, Professor Gaiger, and myself, and all the 
heads of the institutes. 


Mr. J. WittetT: That is just the point—at present 
our representation upon this Committee is two. I 
think we are very poorly represented numerically. 


Mr. McIntosH: I propose that a committee of 
nine be appointed. 

This proposition having received approval, the 
following were appointed members of the committee : 
The President and Acting General Secretary (ez- 
officio), Sir L. J. Blenkinsop, Dr. O. C. Bradley, 
Lt.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank, Professor J. F. Craig, 
Messrs. A. Gofton, G. P. Male, J. W. McIntosh, Sir 
John Moore, and Mr. T. F. Spencer. 


Any OTHER BusINEss. 


Mr. G. H. Livesey was appointed, provisional upon 
the receipt of an invitation, as the Association’s 
delegate to the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress 
to be held at Hull from July 28th to August 4th. 

The Buxton Presentation Fund.—The Secretary 
reported that the circular notice to be sent out in 
connection with the proposed presentation to Mr. J. 
Basil Buxton was quite ready. 

It was decided to issue the letter at once. 
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Scale of Fees under the Milk and Dairies Order. 


The Secretary: I have had letters pressing me 
very closely in regard to this matter. I have given 
the writers, in most cases, the unofficial scale, and said 
we should do nothing further until the issue of fresh 
instructions from the Ministry of Health. Can I give 
them any further information on the subject ? The 
Medical Officer of Leicester urges the profession to 
take a lead in the matter—he puts us on our mettle. 
He says that, in the absence of assistance from this 
Association, they are attempting to form their own 
scale, which may not be adequate in all cases, and they 
would, as I have said, like a lead from this Association. 

Mr. Mate: I understand that most veterinary 
surgeons will be selected, and it will then be a matter 
of private arrangement between the veterinary 
surgeon and the owner of the herd. 

The CHAIRMAN: There is a great deal on the other 
side. Some veterinary surgeons may charge excessive 
fees, as has happened quite commonly in America. 

The Secretary: Shall we call the committee 
together again to go further into it ? 

The CHatRMAN: In order to get Grade A milk, it 
was proposed that there should be four examinations 
a year. My view is that you can guarantee that a 
number of cows will not break down with T.B. udders 
on a system of inspection less than every three months. 
They are trying to reduce the expense by getting 
Grade A milk on two inspections a year. The farmer 
is already kicking at the expense of four examinations 
a year. 

Mr. Mate: I think four examinations are absolutely 
necessary in the case of herds not producing Certified 
milk. 

The CHAIRMAN expressed the opinion that the 
Association could and should give a scale of fees, and 
it was eventually decided that the committee be 
called. 

It was unanimously decided by the Council that 
Mr. F. Bullock, the Secretary of the R.C.V.S., be 
invited to attend the whole of the N.V.M.A. Congress 
at York. 





Farmer—‘ Have all the cows been milked ? ” 
Dairymaid—*“ All but the American one.” 
-Farmer— ‘‘ Which do you call the American one ? ” 
Dairymaid—‘ The one that’s gone dry.” 
—Canadian Veterinary Record. 


The Council of the Yorkshire Agricultural Society has 
passed the following resolution: ‘In view of the danger 
of the re-importation of glanders into this country now 
that the disease has been almost stamped out, it is most 
desirable that all horses and ponies brought from abroad 
should be tested at the port of landing with mallein before 
being allowed to proceed to their destination.” 

The resolution will be forwarded to the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, the Diseases of Animals Committees, and to the 
Agricultural Societies. 





Central Division. 


A general meeting of the Central Veterinary Society 
was held on Thursday, June 7th, 1923, at 10 Red Lion 
Square, Holborn. Capt. A. E. Willett, President, 
occupied the chair, and there were also present : 
Messrs. E. L. Stroud, W. N. Thompson, J. W. 
McIntosh, R. J. Foreman, Major-General Sir J. Moore, 
Major P. J. Simpson, Messrs. F. W. Willett, W. Perry- 
man, 8. H. Slocock, R. L. Cornell, G. P. Male, J. 
Willett, Captains G. Dunlop Martin, J. F. Player, 
and H. Kirk, Messrs. R. A. Philp, F. H. Stainton, J. C. 
Coleman, Henry Gray, W. Brown, and J. F. Mac- 
donald, Hon. Secretary. 

Visitors: Colonel G. R. Walker, Messrs. J. W. 
Pritchard, E. G. Langford and T. J. Jenkinson. 

The minutes of the April meeting were taken as 
read and signed. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Col. Smith, Col. Williams, Major Hobday, Mr. H. L. 
Roberts, and Col. Dunlop Young. 

The Secretary read a letter, dated July 5th, from 
Mr. Bullock drawing attention to the date of the 
R.C.V.S. dinner. 

Owing to the occurrence of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons’ annual dinner on the 5th July, 
it was decided to postpone the July meeting for one 
week, 

The PrestpENT: With reference to the July meet- 
ing, there has been great difficulty in getting sufficient 
matters of interest for the meeting. Capt. Macdonald, 
however, has some suggestions to make, and I should 
like to have some further suggestions from the 
Fellows. 

The Hon. Secretary: There is a shortage of 
subjects for discussion for the July meeting. One 
of the Fellows had promised to give us what would 
have been a very interesting demonstration, but 
unfortunately he now finds that he will be unable to 
do so. I therefore thought I would try to arrange 
some operations, and I should be very glad if any of 
the Fellows would offer their services, or make any 
other suggestions. 

Captain Kirk: Some time ago the Fellows of the 
Royal Society of Medicine held a meeting at which 
they discussed their mistakes, and I should like to 
suggest that we should do likewise at our July meeting. 

I, like most other practitioners, have made mistakes 


‘in the past, and am not unwilling to admit them ; and 


I think we could gain most valuable information from 
the mistakes of others, and that if it were possible 
to include this on the agenda, it would lead to a very 
interesting discussion. 

Captain Duntop Martin: I do think that the 
subject of discussing our mistakes, also those of 
others, would be very interesting to the Fellows, and 
Captain Kirk’s suggestion would be very helpful, and 
I think much profit might be derived from the dis- 
cussion. I think, however, that there is room for both 
“‘ mistakes’ and for a meeting to be devoted to 
operations. 





SN 
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Mr. McInrosu: I think if the Secretary could 
arrange a yard {for operations, that we could have a 
very interesting afternoon. 

Captain Kirk: Who can spare the afternoon ¢ 

The Prestpent: I think it is a very good way of 
holding the meeting. 

The Hon, Secretary: The difficulty is to obtain 
subjects for the operations. 

Mr. E. L. Stroup: I do not see why we should put 
the meeting off for a week. I think we could spend a 
very pleasant afternoon on the operations, and then 
those who wished to do so could go on to the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons’ dinner. 

The Prestpent: [| think that as we have already 
agreed to postpone the meeting for a week we might 
as well stick to it. Lf any of the Fellows has a suitable 
subject to suggest for operations, we should be very 
grateful to have them in time for the next meeting. 


MoRBID SPECIMENS. 

Captain DuNnLop Martin: I have here a specimen 
that was taken from a Yorkshire terrier bitch which 
was brought to me last winter as she was in labour 
and unable to deliver her puppies. On examination, 
I found that the obstruction was due to a very large 
puppy, and realising that something had to be done 
quickly, I decided to perform the Czesarian operation, 
which I did, and removed six puppies, which together 
weighed more than the bitch herself. Recovery was 
complete and uneventful. 

Just recently I was asked to remove the ovaries, 
and she was brought to me for that purpose. Upon 
operating, I was rather struck with the adhesions that 
had formed since the previous operation, and these 
adhesions rather complicated matters, but 1 removed 
this mass (which looked like a foetus), and it contained 
a considerable amount of fluid resembling very fluid 
pus, and being devoid of odour. 

The deep (silk) stitches at the first operation were 
all right, but somehow I think I must have managed 
to infect them in the second operation, because they 
became septic. This little bitch was certainly no more 
than 4 lbs., and, as the Fellows will see, it is a fair- 
sized mass to remove a second time. 

Captain Kirk: A black and white castrated male 
cat, 12 months old, was recently brought to me with 
the history that it had been lost for three days, and 
when found was noticed to be ill. It would not eat, 
was constipated and sometimes sick, and was partially 
paralysed. Upon examination, I found the tempera- 
ture normal; the rectum was full of hard feces ; 
and, occupying nearly the whole of the abdominal 
cavity, was a hard and movable mass, the nature of 
which I could not definitely determine. 

I have so frequently found paraplegia to depend 
upon constipation or impaction, that I rather expected 
a salutary effect to follow treatment of this disorder. 
I therefore confined my attentions, at first, to the 
emptying of the bowels, which was done with a 
podophyllin and aloin pill and warm soap enemas. 
This gave no relief, and the same evening I telephoned 
to the owner, intimating that I considered an explora- 
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tory operation necessary, as | suspected either a 
foreign body, or a neoplasm. Consent was obtained, 
and early the next morning I chloroformed the cat. 
and made a small incision along the linea alba, which 
revealed a tense and very inflamed bladder. When 
[ realised it was bladder, I attempted to pass my 
smallest catheter. In spite of its small dimensions, 
however, it was obviously too large, for it would enter 
the penal urethra with the utmost difficulty, and 
when in, the urethra was seen to be stretched to such 
an extent that I feared to force it. I then introduced 
a human Eustachian tube catheter, which found its 
way quite well into the bladder, but unfortunately 
had so small a lumen, that none but the merest drop 
of urine would pass through it. I therefore enlarged 
the external wound, and drew the enormous bladder 
outside. With the strictest precautions, I then 
punctured the bladder with a very fine cataract knife, 
and allowed 12 ozs. of blood-stained urine to escape. 
It is my experience that a cat’s bladder normally 
holds only 14 ozs., so it will be realised how very 
distended this bladder was. The puncture was made 
on the superior surface, and at about the centre of the 
organ, and I did not suture the tiny hole. I then 
re-passed the catheter, but encountered no gravel 
or obstruction of any kind, and hoped the cat would 
thereafter be able to void its urine through the normal 
channels, The external wound was sutured, and the 
cat appeared much relieved. It would take no food, 
but exhibited a craving for water, which, of course, I 
refused. A small quantity only of milk was allowed 
us a food. Observation was kept during the next 
24 hours, but the cat passed no urine whatever. It 
then began to sink, and died during the night. 

No temperature was recorded at any time, nor did 
it regain the use of its legs. Post-mortem revealed a 
black and distended bladder, more urine having 
collected, and some having exuded into the abdominal 
cavity. The questions I would like discussed are : 
(1) Should the puncture have been made at the neck ? 
(2) Should it have been sutured ? 

The lining of the bladder was found to be very 
tumefied and dark red in colour, and I thought it of 
sufficient interest to exhibit here this evening. I also 
show the two catheters used. 

The second case was that of an adult tortoiseshell 
cat, which was brought with a discharging wound at 
the side of the neck, roughly 3/16ths of an inch in 
diameter, and one inch deep, as judged with a probe. 
The exuding fluid was serous and continuous, and 
although not septic, it seemed at times to smell 
offensively. I could find no cause for the condition, 
and rather suspected an injury to one of the cervical 
bones. 

The cat fed well and appeared well in every way, 
and no foreign body could be distinguished, nor was 
there any history to work upon. My treatment was 
the application of silver nitrate right down the centre 
of the hole each morning, in order gradually to 
enlarge it, and allow antiseptics to penetrate further. 
The caustic was of course applied after local anzsthesia 
was effected. 
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This treatment was eminently successful, for on the 
third morning I was able to feel a foreign body, and 
it was not long after that a large sewing needle and 
thread attached was drawn out. 

The subsequent healing was rapid. 
thread exhibited.) 

Mr. F. W. Witter: I have here the spleen of a 
collie dog. I thought it might interest some of the 
Fellows. 

The history of the case was that the dog had 

ffered from intermittent diarrhoea, which had been 
going on for some weeks. Under treatment the dog 
improved, but later on diarrhoea came on again. 

On the last occasion but one, when I attended 
the dog, the owner informed me that he moaned 
slightly whenever lying down, and as the owner was 
very fond of him, and could not bear to see him suffer, 
she asked me to put him to sleep. 

On making a post-mortem examination everything 
seemed to be perfectly healthy except the spleen, which 
had this growth on it, and which is probably a sarcoma. 

The point is, could the spleen have been removed ? 
I have heard of this operation being performed 
successfully. If it had been removed, I should like to 
know whether the dog would have lived for any length 
of time without a spleen. 

Mr. PERRYMAN exhibited two sets of bones, the 
subjects of which had met with accidents. 

The first were the bones of a horse that ran away 
and severely injured himself. The animal was sent 
home in an ambulance and Mr. Perryman sent for. 
He considered it a hopeless case and advised immediate 
slaughter. 

Post-mortem revealed a fracture of the near hind 
pedal bone, and fracture of the olecranon process of 
the off ulna, the process being torn off from the ulna 
itself. 

He thought it was a case that should have been 
destroyed in the street and so have prevented further 
suffering and expense. 

The second set comprised the pelvis of a dog, 
showing the floor of the pelvis broken in two places. 
The interesting part was that the animal was able to 
stand and bear a fair amount of weight on the right 
leg. He thought there was a fair chance of recovery, 
but the owner desired to have the dog destroyed. 

Post-mortem revealed a good deal of bloody extra- 
vasation in the pelvic cavity. 

Mr. F. W. Wituetr: | have here two pennies with 
rather an interesting history. The other night, on 
coming home late from a case, I was met by a client 
who reminded me that I attended his dog last Decem- 
ber, for having swallowed a penny, for which I gave 
him advice and heard no more of the case. 

Two days ago, nearly six months after the oecur- 
rence, the dog passed not only one but two pennies. 
For a few days previously to passing them the owner 
remarked that he appeared depressed and out of sorts, 
but since then he has quite recovered. The dog was 
a fox terrier, and I think it is rather extraordinary 
that he should have retained the pennies for such a 
long period without any ill effects, and should like 
to know if any of the Fellows have had similar cases. 


and 
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Mr. Stainton: | can recollect a similar case, and 
strangely enough the dog in this case had also swal- 
lowed two pennies. The animal was prostrate on 
admission, and fora week was so ill that one suspected 
Stuttgart disease. On the seventh day it passed two 
pennies, and the following day it practically regained 
its normal condition. 

Mr. MALE: I was very interested in the specimens 
exhibited. 

With regard to the case mentioned by Captain Kirk, 
of obstruction in the urethra of the cat causing 
retention of the urme, these cases are common, and 
I have found a piece of catgut doubled on itself useful, 
as this can be passed and the animal relieved. When 
it is impossible to pass any catheter, I puncture the 
bladder through the abdominal wall. 

Mr. Willett had asked if anyone had seen a case 
where the spleen was removed and the animal lived. 
It was done as an experiment a little while ago, and 
the dog in this case was fed on the spleen of some 
animal for a time, but there was no difference noticed 
when this feeding was discontinued, so it seems to be 
an operation that can be performed with benefit. 

With reference to the action of the veterinary 
surgeon called to street accidents, the law has now 
been altered. If the veterinary surgeon is of opinion 
that cruelty is being caused by keeping the animal alive, 
the police have the power of destroying it, and I 
believe no pecuniary responsibility for the death will 
rest with the veterinary surgeon, if a careful examina- 
tion is made. 

Mr. Henry Gray: In my experience, the male cat, 
of all the domesticated animals, is the easiest in which 
to pass the catheter. But a straight metal catheter of 
about six inches in length and of one of the three 
smallest British catheter gauges is necessary. 

As to Mr. Kirk’s case of distension of the bladder 
in the cat, I jthink he has taken the effect for the 
cause of the paralysis. Of the numerous cases of 
distension of the bladder I have seen, 1 have not yet 
encountered a case in which it caused paralysis of the 
hind limbs. Of course, paralysis of spinal origin will 
cause paraplegia and distension of the bladder. 
Probably in that case the distension of the bladder is 
due to loss of reflex. ' 

In 99 per cent. of cases the distension of the bladder 
is due to obstruction of the canal in the penial portion 
by a plug of sabulous material (ammonium-magnesium- 
phosphate). Sometimes recovery. is spontaneous, by 
the plug being extruded by muscular effort behind it. 
This is not rare. Sometimes, in manipulating the 
penis, the plug shoots out suddenly, and relief is 
obtained. I am of opinion that there is a tendency 
to this trouble in some families of cats, for | have seen 
three successive generations suffer in the same way. 

Mr. CoLeMAN: I have had some experience with 
the Cvsarian operation in bitches, and think that if 
the bitch can be operated upon early enough, good 
results follow. 

[ removed seven puppies from a bitch upon which I 
operated, three of which were dead, but the other 
four puppies are still living, and the bitch in this 
case made a very speedy recovery. 
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Another interesting case was that of a yearling foal, 
which was observed to be duller than usual, and upon 
taking the temperature it was found to be 104°F. 

Febrifuges, etc., were administered with no result. 
Upon the fourth day I noticed a hard swelling on left 
side, just between lower rib and antero-inferior 
spinous process of ilium. This I thought to be 
enlarged liver, and I applied mustard over the region. 
The temperature dropped and never rose again above 
103°F. Intermittent slight colicky pains were shown 
at times, perhaps once a week. I had this foal under 
treatment for some considerable time, and tried 
various remedies. I suspected strongylosis, but after 
dosing only two strongyles were passed. My son 
examined the foal, and upon rectal exploration he 
could feel an enlargement. Mr. J. H. Carter, who was 
acting for me, then examined the foal, and rectal 
eXamination revealed a growth, and it was destroyed. 
Post-mortem examination disclosed an enlargement 
in the region of the kidneys some 7} lbs. in weight. 
Upon section, it had the appearance of a pomegranate. 

I could only discover two species of strongyles, 
one the armatus and the other the ellipticus, both 
of which were firmly attached to the mucous mem- 
brane of the cecum. The spleen weighed 6 lbs. 13 ozs., 
but was normal in structure. 

I think it is a very interesting case, and should be 
glad of enlightenment upon it. 

With reference to the specimen of a fractured pelvis, 
Mr. Perryman has referred to the recuperative power 
of the small animal. A short time ago I had a case 
of a terrier paralysed in the hind quarters from being 
run over. An X-ray examination revealed a complete 
dislocation of two dorsal vertebrae. He was paralysed 
for a month; on the fifth week he was able to take 
one or two steps, and then gradually regained complete 
power. 

Another similar case is that of a cat run over by a 
bicycle. Here, again, a skiagraph showed dislocation 
of the first coccygeal vertebra. The tail hung limp 
and paralysed for six weeks, but is now beginning 
to twitch from side to side. 


THe Position oF FELLOWS ON FoREIGN SERVICE 
WITH REFERENCE TO SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Mr. J. WiLLetT: | beg to propose that the Fellows 
on foreign service retain their fellowship and be 
honorary Fellows. 

Sir Jonn Moore: I think it is quite sufficient to 
keep the names on the books. It is usual in clubs 
to charge either no subscription or a reduced rate to 
absent members. 

Mr. McIntosH seconded Mr. Willett’s proposal, 
which was carried. 

NomINATIONS.—Captain F. C. Gillard, M.C., was 
duly nominated a Fellow, on the proposition of Major 
Hoppay, seconded by Mr. Stainton. 


Any OTHER BUSINESS. 
The Prestpent: Under this heading there is the 
election of a member for the Council of the National 
in place of Mr. Livesey, who is ex-officio. 





I should like to propose from the chair the nomin- 
ation of Sir Layton Blenkinsop. 

Mr. McIntosH seconded this proposal, and it was 
carried. 


PREVENTIVE INOCULATION AGAINST DISTEMPER. 


Captain Kirk: When I was approached by our 
Secretary, last April, to endeavour to raise a discussion 
for the following meeting, I was given to understand 
by him that there was a dearth of papers, and that he 
had nothing with which to fill the breach. It seems 
very deplorable that such a state of affairs should exist 
in a Society which can boast of so large (and usually 
enthusiastic) a membership. Rather than allow any 
one of our meetings to lack in interest, I decided to 
accede to his request. This discussion was, however, 
on last month’s agenda, but, as you may remember, 
was crowded out. 

I was obliged to select as the title of this paper 
some subject which in its preparation would tax my 
time and attention the least. 

I decided, therefore, to take abstracts from the book 
I recently published upon Canine Distemper, and 
endeavour to piece them together into an abbreviated 
though composite exposition of the chapter upon 
prophylaxis. Perhaps the choice has been rather a 
happy one, in view of the great prominence this 
disease is now enjoying throughout the world, and 
certainly I feel that its discussion to-night comes at 
an opportune moment—a moment when everybody’s 
interest should be revived, and all eyes should be 
focussed upon those to whom the duty of re-investi- 
gation and research has been entrusted. 

I have selected Preventive Inoculation, because, as a 
clinician, one of the questions I am so frequently 
asked in practice is, “Do you believe in inoculation, 
either as a cure or a preventive of Distemper ?” 
Probably all of us are confronted with the same 
query, more or less frequently, in the course of every 
month. The answer is at times difficult and always 
lengthy, and must of necessity depend upon one’s 
belief as to the causative agent. This matter, however, 
will be alluded to again at a later stage. I propose, at 
first, to review briefly the various methods which 
have been adopted since 1795, in an effort to create 
immunity to distemper. 

I. Bytheuse of Vaccine Lymph. As early as 1795, 
Viborg, attaching great importance to the pustular 
lesions of distemper, advocated vaccination with 
cow-pox virus, which procedure was tried on various 
later dates by other investigators and renounced as 
ineffectual. Notwithstanding this, Dr. W. Brown, 
writing in the November issue of the Veterinary 
Journal for 1902, observed that “‘ For a number of 
years he inoculated all the puppies at Drumpellier 
House, Coatbridge, with vaccine lymph, and with 
the best results. During his time he never heard of a 
case of distemper arising after inoculation. This was 
done at the request of Sir David Buchanan, who was a 
profound believer in the efficacy of the above treat- 
ment. Dr. Brown usually inoculated behind the ear, 
and stated that no ill results seemed to follow.” 














July 21 9 1923. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


521 





His observations, however, have met with no 
support whatever, and such men as W. Sewell, Blaine, 
Youatt, A. Sewell, and Hobday have expressed no 
uncertain opinions regarding the utter uselessness 
of vaccine lymph. We have only to remember that 
the cutaneous lesions of distemper are not of any 
primary importance in the disease, being indeed 
mostly absent, to dismiss at once the least possibility 
of benefit following the vaccination with lymph. 


Il. With Crude Nasal Discharge. Another early 
method was the inoculation of susceptible animals 
with the crude nasal discharge of a distempered dog, 
with the object of inducing a mild attack, and its 
subsequent immunity. Unfortunately, however, as 
might be expected, a large majority contracted a more 
malignant type of the disease, and frequently suc- 
cumbed, so that the method was eventually abandoned. 

Ill. With Pure Cultures of Bacilli. Investigations 
were pursued, and Semmer, in 1875, was the first to 
discover micro-organisms in connection with dis- 
temper. He isolated a micro-coccus and a shori 
slender bacillus from the blood and lungs, and as the 
bacillus was also plentiful in the spleen, liver and 
kidneys, he concluded it was the causal organism. In 
succeeding years, numerous other authorities dis- 
covered bacillary or coccal organisms in various parts 
of the body ; and each considered his own germ as the 
primary cause of the disease. All endeavoured to 
obtain pure cultures with which to reproduce the 
typical disease, and most were successful ; but when 
they attempted to confer a lasting immunity, they 
unhappily failed, though they sometimes claimed to 
have succeeded. 

IV. With Attenuated Living Cultures. As an 
example of this method, I may quote Chauveau’s 
vaccine. At a meeting of the ACADEMIE DES SCIENCES 
(reported in the Veterinary Journal for 1901), M. 
Chauveau intimated that experiments had been made 
in his institute with the object of inoculating against 
distemper. He had, he said, by means of intravenous 
injection of microbes, taken from the blood and organs 
of a guinea-pig which had died of acute septicemia, 
produced a disease in dogs which was very like dis- 
temper. Believing he had obtained, if not the specific, 
at least a nearly related microbe, he had inoculated 
a lot of dogs against this microbe; further, he had 
found in dogs suffering from distemper the same 
microbe with all its morphological and biological 
qualities. He succeeded in preducing immunity in 
the dog by subcutaneous injection of cultures. His 
patients resisted the natural as well as the experi- 
mental infection. Curiously enough, in all the reams 
of literature through which I searched at the time I 
wrote my book, I found no other reference to Chau- 
veau’s vaccine, and apparently his findings have been 
neither proved nor disputed. Another vaccine, 
containing living but attenuated organisms, was that 
introduced by Phisalix about the same time. As 
regards the isolation of the specific microbe, however, 
he acknowledged his anticipation by M. Lignieres, 
stating his belief that the ovoid bacterium discovered 
by Lignieres, and named by him pasteurella canis, was 





identical with the cocco-bacillus, which he believed 
to be the causative agent in distemper. The inefficacy 
of Phisalix vaccine, however, was proved to the hilt 
by a committee of our own profession, who made 
prolonged investigations in 1903. 

V. With a Dead Culture. We arrive now at the 
year 1900, in which Dr. Monckton Copeman described, 
in a paper before the Royal Society, how, by heating 
a broth culture of the bacillus (isolated first by his 
confrére, Millais, twelve years previously, and regarded 
as the causal organism) to 60°C., for half an hour, 
and subsequently adding a small quantity of carbolic 
acid as a preservative, a vaccine was obtained which 
acted in a similar fashion to those devised by Haffkine 
and Wright, for use in prevention of plague and enteric 
fever respectively in man. The dose must obviously 
vary according to the size of the dog, but generally 
a fox terrier puppy would receive 2 c.c. of the sterilised 
culture. 

More recently, Dr. Ferry—the American Veterinary 
Bacteriologist—introduced a polyvalent polymicrobial 
bacterin, which appears to have given excellent 
results in the hands of many who have used it. Ferry 
discovered, in 1910, the bacillus bronchisepticus, 
which he and several other workers are positive is the 
causal organism. This bacterin is, in fact, the one 
which is put up by Messrs. Parke, Davis and Co., and 
which appears to be quite the most popular agent in 
use among veterinary surgeons. Without holding any 
brief for the conclusions Ferry arrived at, it certainly 
does strike me as significant that, even while Ferry was 
pursuing his investigations, M’Gowan, at Edinburgh, 
and Torrey, at the other side of America, were working 
simultaneously and independently of each other upon 
the same subject. Each isolated the same organism, 
unknown to the other, and carried out exhaustive 
tests which led them to believe their organism was 
the true cause of distemper. The issued reports of 
all of them have substantially agreed. Last year I 
entered into a lengthy correspondence with Ferry, 
and asked him many questions, which he fully 
answered. My queries and his replies are all faithfully 
reproduced in my book, with his permission. Whilst 
it is not for me to presume to suggest any plan of 
action to the technical coifimittee of the Field Dis- 
temper Research Council, I do feel that it would be 
wise for it to secure cultures of bacillus bronchisepticus, 
and make thorough investigation with it, before 
launching out in other directions. 

Ferry’s Bacrerin. Wherever the term “ Bac- 
terin” is employed, it needs to be carefully borne in 
mind that a distinction was made between a vaccine 
and a bacterin by the United States Bureau of Animal 
Industry, which laid down the ruling that in veter- 
inary medicine all preparations which contain living 
organisms, whether attentuated or not, shall be 
termed “ Vaccines,” and all suspensions of dead 
organisms shall be denominated “ Bacterine.” Thus 
Ferry’s preparation will be called one or the other, 
according as whether one thinks in English or American 
terms. The bacterin is now issued in two forms (1) as 
a suspension of the killed organisms in normal saline 
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solution, and (2) in a dry state as hypodermic tablets. 
It is prepared not only from several strains of B. 
bronchisepticus (six parts), but with an admixture of 
those other organisms which are so constantly found 
complicating the primary infection—namely, Staph. 
pyog. albus (1 part). St. pyo. aureus (1) and Strepto. 
pyogenes (2 parts). The suspensions are diluted to a 
standard strength and these so combined that the 
resulting mixture contains the desired number of 
organisms per c.c., namely, 1,000 million, The 
product is preserved with O°2 per cent. cresol. The 
tablets contain 500 million. 

Therapeutic Indications. ‘This bacterin is indicated 
as a prophylactic and curative agent in all forms or 
types of canine distemper and sequela. Preventive 
treatment should be started early enough to allow 
the full course of injections to be completed a week 
or ten days before probable exposure, as in the case 
of dogs to be taken toa show. When used as a curative 
agent, the bacterin treatment should be started as 
early in the disease as possible, and it is strongly 
recommended that anti-distemper serum should be 
given in addition. In no case should the appropriate 
medicinal, dietetic or hygienic treatment be neglected. 

Dosage. One tablet containing 500 million killed 
organisms is equivalent to } c.c. of the liquid bacterin. 
For the initial prophylactic dose 1,000 million 
organisms ( 1 ¢.c.) was considered safe for a 20 lb. dog. 
For smaller or larger dogs, the dose must be decreased 
or increased accordingly, allowing 1 c.c. for each 
20 lbs. of weight. 

It is probable, however, that this dosage was too 
small, as in one of Ferry’s most recent letters he 
definitely recommended an increase. I would like 
to read his letter :—‘* As regards the efficacy of the 
vaccine as a prephylactic, we have practically come 
to the conclusion that our dose is altogether too small, 
and that is the reason more favourable results have 
not been obtained. As pioneers in this line, perhaps 
we have been too conservative. We have carried 
on enough well-controlled experiments to know that 
a vaccine composed of B. bronchisepticus will protect 
against distemper, and we have had numerous reports 
from outside to that effect; but we feel that the 
vaccine has not been doing itself justice, and that 
larger doses will improve it. To condemn the speci- 
ficity of the organism on an unfavourable showing 
of the vaccine may lead to serious results, and is 
unfair to the organism. It was years before typhoid 
vaccine made a proper showing, and yet the typhoid 
bacillus was still considered the cause of typhoid 
fever.” The bacterin is now being made four times 
stronger, and the doses are to be reduced to half, the 
net result being doses double the original strength 
recommended. Injections may be made at three to 
four days’ interval, increasing each dose according 
to the condition of the patient. With each pro- 
phylactic dose of bacterin it is advantageous to give 
5 c.c. of serum, as this supplies immunising bodies 
similar to those found in the blood of a dog that has 
safely recovered from distemper. If it is definitely 
known that the dog has been exposed to infection, it is 
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essential to give LO c.c. of serum with each dose of 
bacterin, 

Reactions to Vaccine. These may be severe or 
altogether absent ; they may be manifested merely 
by a local reaction, or the general health may be dis- 
turbed. A sick dog may appear worse, the symptoms 
being more pronounced. This reaction or negative 
phase should not cause alarm, or the discontinuance 
of treatment; it is an indication that the animal 
organism is responding to the treatment. If the 
reaction is very severe, however, it may be well not 
to increase the size of subsequent doses, but to con- 
tinue the last or even a lesser dose until only a 
moderate reaction is produced, when the ascending 
scale may be again resorted to. Where there is a 
moderately severe swelling at the seat of inoculation, 
the animal is often rendered stiff or even lame, and 
exhibits, perhaps, some degree of pyrexia and inappe- 
tence. In other cases, alarming symptoms are evinced, 
simulating those of the disease it is sought to prevent, 
and the animal may even die. This has never 
happened in my experience where a bacterin has been 
employed, though it has after the use of living or 
attenuated organisms. In the majority of instances, 
however, the train of symptoms is usually no worse 
than loss of appetite, dulness, general malaise, slight 
loss of condition, rise of temperature to 102-103° F., 
followed in about three to seven days by complete 
recovery. Most authorities appear to be agreed that 
the greater the severity of the general reaction the 
more lasting the immunity conferred, and where 
negative results have attended vaccination, the cause 
has often been ascribed to the failure to produce a 
suitable typical reaction. 

Age at which to Vaccinate. When our object in 
vaccinating dogs against distemper is one of pre- 
vention and not cure, we need to carry it out as early 
as possible in order that the risk of natural infection 
before the operation may be diminished. On the other 
hand, it is highly desirable that the pup should have 
been weaned, and become accustomed to its ordinary 
food, and hardened somewhat to its new life. Thus 
the suitable age would appear to be seven or eight 
~ eeks, though there is no reason why it should not be 
attempted later in life. except the increasing danger 
of infection prior to inoculation ; for it is well known 
that if a latent infection exists when vaccination is 
performed, the addition of a little more toxin to an 
already contaminated system might overpower the 
existing defensive forces, and perhaps cause a very 
alarming disturbance. The puppy having received 
its series of two or three injections, should be isolated 
for a full fortnight to permit of immunity becoming 
firmly established, and certainly should have been 
excluded from all possible sources of contagion during 
the whole period of his treatment. No doubt unfor- 
tunate sequel have often attended the exposure of a 
puppy to infection too soon after inoculation ; even 
exposure to chills or fatigue would render the animal 
more liable to contagion by the temporary lowering 
of vitality produced. Further, to obviate accidents, 
it is advisable in cases where the dog has been known, 
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or thought, to have been exposed to the contagium, 
to give a dose of immune serum before, or along with, 
each prophylactic dose of vaccine, to produce an 
immediate passive immunity. Previous inoculation 
with serum enables all animals, even those which are 
in a state of latent infection, to receive vaccine without 
any danger. In fact, this method might well be 
adopted as a routine in every instance, and would 
doubtless reduce to a minimum those regrettable 
occurrences too frequently experienced in the past 
when vaccine has been used alone. In conclusion, 
gentlemen, when asked if I believe in vaccination 
against distemper, and whether I recommend it, I 
say “yes.” I always make reservations, however, 
and proceed to assure the client that no existing 
prophylactic agent is infallible. 
(To be continued.) 


National Veterinary Medical Association. 


PRESENTATION TO Mr. J. B. Buxton. 


£ s. d. 
Contributions previously acknowledged 6015 0 
Contributions received last week, from 
Anon., Lieut.-Col. A. J, Williams, 
Messrs. J. W. Rider, D. Crabb, J. 


Buxton, F. G. Buxton, T. E. Jones, 


J. Martin, R. J. Roe, D. McCackran, 5 5 O 
J. H. Carter and J. Rankin ied 1 1 0 
Total — a 








Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 
these columns. 
Diary of Events. 

July 26th—-Lancashire Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion Meeting, Grand Hotel, Aytoun 
Street, Manchester, at 3 p.m. 

July 27th—N.V.M.A. Editorial Committee Meeting, 
12 Buckingham Palace Road, 8.W., at 
5 p.m. 

July 30th—Royal Sanitary Institute Congress at 
Hull, to August 4th. 


Annual General Meeting of the N.V.M.A., August [5th, 
at York. 


The full programme of the Congress will be found on 
advertisement, pages v. and vi. 

The meeting of the North Midland Division had 
unavoidably to be cancelled at the last moment. 
We regret to hear, also, that the Hon. Secretary, 
Mr. Marrison, has suffered a family bereavement. 
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The Tuberculosis Congress was held at Birmingham 
on Thursday and Friday, July 12th and 13th, during 
the height of the heat wave. It was well attended, 
but we noticed only two members of our profession 
present, Mr. Lloyd, of Sheffield, and Mr. Brooke, of 
Handsworth. The latter undertook to read the 
paper presented by Mr. DeVine, who, we presume, 
was busy at the Examinations of the R.C.V.S. 


It was interesting to notice the attitude adopted 
towards our profession. While high praise was given 
to individuals and individual work, there seemed to 
be an impression amongst others (and they were not 
a few) that veterinary surgeons as a body are not 
quite up to their work. There was a statement also 
made that, if tuberculosis in our herds is to be properly 
tackled, there are no persons—veterinary surgeons or 
others—who can effectively deal with it, and, further, 
that veterinary surgeons had no knowledge of the 
strength of the tuberculin they used, and that the 
latter varied in strength even as much as 400 per cent., 
making the test unreliable. The time for general 
discussion was very limited, and there were only three 
who took part in it."*. We were greatly in need of a 
well-informed champion. 

The programme of the Annual Meeting at York 
was published in the Record last week, and appears 
again in this issue. We think it will prove very 
attractive, especially to country practitioners. The 
notices, programmes and papers will be sent to mem- 
bers in ten days’ time, and we hope a large number 
will decide to come to York and make the gathering 
a record success. With the notices will be sent a 
paper showing the social programme, and asking 
members which of these functions they propose to 
attend. These papers must be filled in as soon as 
possible and sent to the Local Secretary, Mr. Good. 
Railway vouchers, entitling members to a_ special 
reduction (return tickets for single fare and a third), 
will be sent out with the notices to all who have 
already applied for them, and extra vouchers may be 
obtained for members of a family also attending the 
Congress. Prompt application will save the office 
a great deal of extra work at-a period of great pressure. 


The Royal Veterinary College. 


New RESEARCH INSTITUTE. 


The Duke of Connaught, as president of the Royal 
Veterinary College, presided at the annual general 
meeting, held at the college, Camden Town, on 
Tuesday. Lord Northbrook, in presenting the report 
of the governors, expressed regret that, notwith- 
standing the strictest economy, the expenditure 
during the year had exceeded the income by £218. 
In every other respect the year had been a satis- 
factory one. 
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The Duke of Connaught referred to the lack of 
support which the college had received since its 
foundation more than a century ago, and stated that 
nearly every other civilised country had long ago 
recognised the great national importance of veterinary 
science. He was glad to be able to announce that, 
in conformity with the recommendation recently 
made by the Advisory Committee on Research in 
Animal Diseases, the Development Commission, 
through the Ministry of Agriculture, had made a 
grant of £25,000 for the erection of a new research 
institute in connection with the college. It was hoped 
that the new premises would be ready for occupation 
in less than a year, and he felt sure that this would 
mark a very important step in the progress of veter- 
inary research in Great Britain. He would always 
continue to take a keen interest in the work of the 
college, which was of great importance from a national 
point of view.— The Times. 





FuNERAL OF Mr. A. C. Hott. 

The funeral took place on Thursday, July 12th, at St. 
Martin’s Church, New Buckenham, of Mr. Arthur Charles 
Holl, M.R.C.V.S., London, of Castle Hill, New Buckenham, 
who died on the previous Sunday, after a comparatively 
short illness. Mr. Holl was only 33 years of age. ‘“ He 
had,” says the Hastern Daily Press, *‘ done brilliantly in 
his profession, having on the scholastic side passed with 
honours and achieving the distinction of being a gold 
medallist. A son of the late Mr. Arthur Holl, M.R.C.V.S., 
and Mrs. Holl, he was a representative of one of the oldest 
families in the district. A member of a firm of well-known 
veterinary surgeons at New Buckenham, he had by his 
professional skill, combined with his genial manners and a 
kind nature, gained nut only an extensive practice, but the 
affection and esteem of the whole neighbourhood, where 
his untimely death is deeply deplored. A native of New 
Buckenham, he was born in the house in which he died, 
and which was occupied by his father before him. The 
veterinary practice will be continued.” 

Mr. W. Shipley, M.R.C.V.S., Great Yarmouth, attended 
on behalf of the Eastern Counties Division of the N.V.M.A. 


Pouttry RESEARCH. 


The Ministry of Agriculture announces that the approval 
of the Treasury and the Development Commission has now 
been obtained to a total capital expenditure of £4,850 in the 
scheme for assisting scientific research in Poultry Breeding, 
Nutrition and Disease. The Breeding and Nutrition 
Research work under the scheme will be carried on at the 
Cambridge School of Agriculture, and the Disease Research 
work at the Ministry of Agriculture’s VeterinaryLaboratory 
at New Haw, Weybridge. One-fourth of the tota! capital 
expenditure will be contributed by the Poultry Industry 
itself, and this amount will be collected by the National 
Poultry Council. The remaining three-fourths will be a 
grant from the Development Fund out of the moneys pro- 
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Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the eon- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


The use of Morphia in Canine Practice. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Dear Sir,—How much morphia can a terrier take without 
killing it ? Recently I was called to a Scotch terrier 
bitch, with pups two weeks old. The bitch was in agony 
with convulsions. ‘“ Weed killer” had been used on 
the road and we put the case down to arsenical poisoning. 
The owner wanted her killed. I had no HCN or chloro- 
form, so injected Jiss. of “‘ Injectio Morphine,” and told 
owner I must finish the round and would come back as 
soon as possible. In about two hours I found the bitch 
certainly under the influence of morphia, but the con- 
vulsions had not ceased. I expected to find her dead. 
Is it not extraordinary that she stood the dose ?—Yours 
truly, Percy Grecory, M.R.C.V.S., 7 The Terrace, 
Tonbridge. 


The Control of Tuberculin. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—Members of the “ National” will no doubt be 
gratified to learn that the Agricultural Committee of the 
County Councils Association, Westminster, London, 
have decided to adopt the Northumberland County 
Council’s Diseases of Animals Committee’s resolution 
supporting the control of Tuberculin, following a meeting 
held in London on Thursday last, July 12th, 1923.—Yours 
faithfully, CLEMENT ELpuHick, Newcastle-on-Tyne, July 
14th, 1923. 


The Editor begs to acknowledge the receipt of the following :— 

Clinical Communications from Capt. W. E. Armstrong 
and Mr. J. W. Hall, Masheter. 

Communications from Mr. J. D. Pottie. 

Report of the Summer Meeting of the Lincolnshire 
and District Division, from Mr. W. W. Lang, Hon. Secre- 
tary. 

Report of the Annual Meeting of the South Africa 
Veterinary Association, from Mr. A. C, Kirkpatrick, Hon. 
Secretary. 
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vided for agricultural development and research under the 
Corn Production Acts (Repeal) Act, 1921. The entire cost 
of maintenance will be provided out of the same fund until 
3lst March, 1927. 

The scheme also provides for poultry educational work 
and commercial experiments at Harper Adams Agricultural 
College, Newport, Salop, for practical breeding experiments 
for egg-production at a centre in the North of England, 
and for experiments in breeding for table poultry produc- 
tion at a centre in the South of England. Arrangements 
are, however, not yet complete for a beginning to be made 
on these three subsidiary parts of the scheme. 


Army Veterinary Service. 
LONDON GAZETTE—WaAR OFFICE—TERRITORIAL ARMY. 


July 10th.—Capt. H. W. Stevens, late R.A.V.C., T.A., 
to be Capt. with precedence, as from September Ist, 1917 
(July 11th). 





